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                                                                                                               2 July 2025 

To: Mark Fletcher 
Chief Executive Officer 
Manchester Pride 

Dear Mark, 

I am writing to ask whether Greater Manchester Police (GMP) are planning to 
march in the 2025 Manchester Pride parade? 

As you may be aware, GMP was historically one of the most homophobic 
police forces in Britain. During the 1980s and 1990s, under the leadership of 
Chief Constable James Anderton—infamously dubbed “God’s copper”—the 
force pursued a deliberately repressive and discriminatory policy towards 
LGBT+ people. When hundreds were dying of AIDS, Anderton likened gay 
men to “swirling around in a human cesspit of their own making.”  

At his behest, GMP officers routinely raided gay bars, arrested men for 
consensual same-sex behaviour (even for mere kissing), outed LGBTs to the 
media, and harassed and insulted LGBT+ people simply for existing.  

GMP persecution drove some gay men to attempt suicide. They devastated 
LGBT+ lives.  

Our complaint is not against their enforcement of the law but the often zealous 
homophobic abusive and illegal manner in which they enforced it. 

More shocking details of these homophobic witch-hunts are in my letter 
to the Chief Constable, which is attached.  

The Peter Tatchell Foundation has been highlighting how, for decades, British 
police forces witch-hunted LGBT+ people, causing lasting harm to thousands 
of lives. While 21 police forces—including the Metropolitan Police and 
Merseyside—have now apologised for their past persecution of our 
communities, GMP has steadfastly refused to do so. 

A copy of the Chief Constable’s refusal to apologise is attached. 

Allowing GMP to march in uniform at Manchester Pride—without a formal 
apology or acknowledgment of the harm caused—sends the wrong message. 
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Pride is a protest as well as a celebration. It should not provide a PR platform 
for institutions that have yet to show accountability and remorse for their anti-
LGBT+ past. 

Until GMP issues a sincere and public apology for its historic persecution, I 
urge Manchester Pride to not allow the police to march in uniform or 
with a GMP banner.  

With kind regards, 

 
 

Peter Tatchell 
Director, Peter Tatchell Foundation 
56 Salisbury Place 
London SW9 6UW 
 

 

 


